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Helpful Hints for the 

Parent/ Coach/ Co‐Pilot 

Tips to successfully 

coach your teen driver 



   

        

The photo to the right shows an out-

In the photo below, the curb appears
near the middle of the windshield

A piece of wood is used to represent a curb line of a street.

When the front of the car is even with a

Standard Reference Points

Guide 5 Preparation: Reference Point Discoveries 

The photo to the right shows an out-
side view of a carside view of a car parked 6 inches away
from a curb. When the hood of a car slopes
out of the driver’ view a point on the wind-
shield can be used, as the photo below illus-
trates, as a reference point. When the hood
is visible, the curb would appear to be in the 
center of the hood. 

In the photo below, the curb appears 
near the middle of the windshield 
(arrow), 
at the 
driver's 
side 
wiper 
blade. 

A piece of wood is used to represent a curb line of a street. The 
photo below shows the view that the driver would see. 

When the front of the car is even with a 
line,line, the driver will see that line appear near 
the passenger's side mirror, as illustrated by 
the arrows. 

Standard Reference Points 
Standard reference points are the way most drivers will see the relationship of the 
vehicle to the road. When attempting to discover a reference point, first use the 
“standard” reference point. If the “standard” reference point is accurate for you con-
tinue to use it. If not, take note of how you see it and make that personal change. 
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Standard Side Position Reference Points 

Guide 5 Preparation: Reference Point Discoveries 

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 

Figure 1 
Where the car is: 

The car is 3-6 inches away from a line 
to the left. 

How the driver sees it: 
The line appears to run into a point on 
the hood that is about one foot from the 
left edge of the car. 

Common applications:
• Shows where left tires aretraveling. 
• Shows lane position two. 
• It's theside position for left turns. 

Figure 3 
Where the car is: 

The car is 3 feet away from a line to the 
right. 

How the driver sees it: 
The line appears to run through the 
middle of the right half of the hood.

Common applications:
• It's theside position for right turns.
• It's theside position for backing into a 

perpendicular or parallel parking 
space.

• It’s lane position three when there is 
no lane line to the right edge of the 
road. 

Fig. 3 Fig. 4 

Figure 2 
Where the car is: 

The car is 3-6 inches away from a line 
to the right. 

How the driver sees it: 
The line appears to run into a point 
near the center of the hood. 

Common applications:
• Shows where right tires aretraveling. 
• Shows lane position three. 
• To park 3-6 inches away from a 

curb. 

Figure 4 
Where the car is: 

The car is 6 feet away from a line to 
the right. 

How the driver sees it: 
The line appears to run through the 
right headlight.

Common applications:
• It's theside position for turning right 

into a driveway or narrow alley. 
• It's the minimumside position for 

pulling forward into an angled or per-
pendicular parking space. 
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Fig. 5 Fig. 6 

Standard Forward Position Reference Points 
Guide 5 Preparation: Reference Point Discoveries 

Figure 5 
Where the car is: 

The car is a few feet beyond 
the curb line. 

How the driver sees it: 
The driver can see the target 
area without his vision cutting 
across the curb line. 

Common applications:
• It’s theforward position, for 

making a left turn, at which 
the steering wheel should 
begin to be turned. 

Fig. 8Fig. 7 

Standard Rear Position Reference Points 

                                  

Figure 6 
Where the car is: 

The front bumper is even with the curb line. 
How the driver sees it: 

The curb line appears near the passenger's 
side mirror –– even with the dashboard. 

Common applications:
• To tell where the front bumper of the car is 

positioned relative to the environment.
• It’s the forward position, for making a right turn; 

the point at which turning should begin.
• It’s the safety stop position, if necessary, to get 

a clear view before entering the intersection. 

Figure 7 
Where the car is: 

Rear bumper is 3-6 inches away from a 
line. 
How the driver sees it: 

When the driver turns her head over her 
left shoulder, she will see the line appear 
near the middle of the rear left-side win-
dow. 

Common applications:
• To see the rear bumper’s position. 
• When backing into a perpendicular park-

ing space, the driver can accurately judge 
where the bumper is to the rear line. 

Figure 8 
Where the car is: 

The rear bumper is 3 feet away 
from a line. 

How the driver sees it: 
When the driver turns his head 
over his right shoulder, he will see 
the line disappear in the rear win-
dow corner post.

Common applications:
• This is thepivot point; the pre-

cise point at which to begin turn-
ing the steering wheel when 
backing around a corner. 
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Reference Points for Coach/ Parent/ Co-Pilot 
This lesson will give you, the coach, an opportunity to learn how to see 

your reference points from the passenger side of the car. For you, from the pas-
senger side, the reference points are a mirror image of what the teen will see 
from the driver’s seat. When the teen sees a line, or curb, nearest his side of 
the car (driver’s side) to be about a foot in from the edge of the fender, you will 
see the same line appear near the center of the hood. When the teen sees a 
line, or curb, near the center of the hood you will see the same line appear to 
be about a foot in from the edge of the fender that is on your side (passenger 
side). It will take a short while for both you and the teen to learn how to use ref-
erence points, but once learned they will provide “tools” that can be used to 
accurately position any vehicle from cars and trucks to construction equipment 
for the remainder of one’s driving career. Read page 17 of the Monster book to 
discover the many advantages of learning reference points 

A B Where you 
see the curb. 

Photo A is the driver’s view. Photo B is the coach’s 
view. Photo C shows where the car is in relation to 
the curb. Two pieces of electrical tape are placed on 
the windshield, as illustrated, to make it easier for the 
driver (and the coach) to see the left and right side 
reference points. Notice in photo B where the driver’s 
right-side reference tape appears to you. Because the 
curb is nearest to your side, only a foot of the hood 
will appear to be on top of the curb. 

C 

D E Where you 
see the curb. 

                   

F Photo D is the driver’s view. Photo E is the coach’s 
view. Photo F shows where the car is in relation to 
the curb. Notice in photo D the driver’s left-side refer-
ence tape appears to be only one foot over the curb, 
because that is the near side for the driver. The tape 
in Photo E is near the center of the hood, which 
means from your side half of the hood will look like it 
is over the curb. While in a parking lot see these ref-
erence points for the car your teen will be driving. 
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Guide 5 Preparation: Reference Point Discoveries 

Lane Position Options 

There are five choices for lane position without making a lane change. The dia
gram shows the three most frequently used lane positions. Most cars are less 
U1cm six reel wi~ ; lhe h iyhwdy lane~ a1e w 111111u11ly 12 reel wiue; lhal y ives 
you six feet of empty space to the side without leaving the lane. There is 
enough room in most lanes to fit two cars. 

Lane Posit ion1 ,options 

I 

LP-'-
1.' t -t 

LPI 

5 

Communication ,options 




