
TEXTBOOKS FOR THE PARAMEDIC COURSE 

Every year we evaluate numerous options and strive to keep costs down, provide choices, and 
ensure that students will have the tools needed to be effective.  

Please read this information thoroughly and ask me if you have any questions, rather than 
just going off the information that will be on file at the bookstore or based on prior students’ 
experience or advice! 

REQUIRED: 

1) Mylab Brady with Pearson eText – Paramedic Care, Principles & Practice, Volumes 1-5. 
For the 2019-2020 paramedic course only, THIS PACKAGE IS FREE, since it is being 
implemented on a trial basis. It includes online study tools and a digital copy of the 
textbook, but not a printed book. Note: We will provide access codes to this resource after 
you are accepted into the paramedic class.  

2) Brady Digital Library for Paramedic access from Brady Publishing. This gets you access to 
electronic versions of 14 EMS Textbooks, including EMPACT, ECG, 12-Lead, Trauma, 
Pharmacology, and more. You can purchase a 12-month or 24-month access and this is an 
amazing amount of resources for the price. (We suggest the longer timeframe to carry you 
through internship and testing).  

3) EMS Field Guide-ALS Version, by Informed. You have the option of buying either the 
printed pocket-sized book or buying the “EMS ALS Guide” app for your smartphone. This is 
an essential tool for lab classes, clinical time, and field internship.  

4) Advanced Cardiac Life Support Provider Manual (2016), by the American Heart 
Association. DO NOT BUY the 2010/11 version!   

5) Pediatric Advanced Life Support Provider Manual (2016), by the American Heart 
Association. DO NOT BUY the 2010/11 version!  

6) Prehospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS), 9th edition. (Not required until winter term) 

NOTE FOR VETERANS (and others buying textbooks through the RCC bookstore): 

If you are using VA benefits to pay for school (and textbooks), they are very particular 
about only paying for required textbooks. The official required textbooks listed at the RCC 
Bookstore will include all of the above and we also suggest a printed copy of the Brady 
Paramedic Care 5-volume series, 5th edition. If you plan to buy any of these from the 
bookstore (including optional books below), contact Nadean Friesen 
(nfriesen@roguecc.edu) as early as possible (before July 22nd at the latest) to get your 
books ordered. Because of the small class size and large number of options, the bookstore 
will not order these books unless you tell them you need them! 
  

  



Optional books: 
1) 2015 Handbook of Emergency Cardiovascular Care. This is ACLS in a pocket-sized 

reference, and is actually much more useful in many ways than the ACLS manual (but you 
are required to have a Provider Manual to get certified). 

2) A printed paramedic textbook of your choice, 2014 or later. In addition to the required 
books listed above (including the eText that comes with the Brady MyLab), many students 
choose to buy a printed paramedic text as well. If you do this, it should be less than 5 years 
old, and you can use any reputable paramedic textbook, which allows you to shop for the 
best deal you can find. One major down-side to a textbook published before 2016 is that 
it will be based on the 2010 AHA guidelines, and there were some changes that came out 
in 2015. If you are using an older book, you will need to cross-reference those details in 
your AHA sources and the Brady eText.  Below I have listed some books I think are probably 
the best, but if you have questions, ASK! 

3) Emergency Medical Patients Assessment, Care, & Transport (EMPACT). This book is 
included as an e-text in your required digital library (above) so you will have it electronically 
when you buy that. If you prefer a printed copy or want to start reading before you buy 
your textbooks, there are copies of it in the RCC library available for checkout, and we have 
a few copies in the office we can loan out also. You can also request to purchase it through 
the RCC bookstore. 
I want to emphasize the value of the EMPACT book. This is by far the best textbook I have 
found for teaching and learning the process of differential diagnosis. I encourage you to 
read it cover to cover, more than once if you have time. I will be referencing it extensively 
in class. The material is presented at an ALS level, so don’t worry if some of it seems over 
your head at the start…it will make more sense as we go through it again later in the 
course. 

Some Paramedic Textbook Choices 

Brady Paramedic Care, Brian Bledsoe, Brady publishing: This has been our text for several 
years and I still think it is one of the best options on the market, but it is not the cheapest, and 
you will have this in digital form.  

Printed options 
• The newest (5th edition) is 5 volumes and has the 2015 AHA guidelines included. If cost is 

not an issue, this is the book I recommend.  
• The older (4th edition) is 7 volumes. The only major down-side to the 4th edition is that it is 

based on the 2010 AHA guidelines, and there were some changes that came out in 2015. If 
you are using this book, you will need to cross-reference those details in your AHA sources 
and the eText.   

Paramedic Practice Today, Barbara Aehlert, Mosby publishing: This is considered a very good 
textbook, although it is not one we have used at RCC. 



The Paramedic, Chapleau, McGraw Hill: This seems a little less detailed than some of the 
others, but is another reputable option. 

Sanders’ Paramedic Textbook, AAOS: This book is a huge single volume text, and while not 
very portable, seems to be a good option.  

There are other paramedic textbooks out there, and if you find one you are considering and 
aren’t sure, send me an email with the details and I’ll tell you what I know about it. I also have 
copies of most of these in my office or the TRC library if you want to thumb through the options 
before you make a decision. 

ISBN Numbers  

Required 
7) Mylab Brady with Pearson eText – Paramedic Care, Principles & Practice, Volumes 1-5. 

We will provide access codes to this resource after you are accepted into the paramedic 
class.  

• EMS Field Guide-ALS Version, by Informed (20th edition). Printed pocket-sized book: 
(ISBN: 9781284041286)  

o Or, the EMS ALS Guide app for iPhone or Android 
• Advanced Cardiac Life Support Provider Manual (2016), by the American Heart Association. 

(ISBN: 9781616694005) DO NOT BUY the 2010/11 version! 
• Pediatric Advanced Life Support Provider Manual (2016), by the American Heart 

Association. (ISBN: 9781616695590) DO NOT BUY the 2010/11 version! 
• Prehospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS), 9th edition. Not required until winter term. 

(ISBN: 978-1284180343) 
• Brady Digital Library for Paramedic access from Brady Publishing (24-month access).  

(ISBN: 9780133936070) 
Optional 
• Handbook of Emergency Cardiovascular Care. (ISBN: 978-1616693978) 
• Paramedic Care: Principles & Practice, Vols. 1-5, 5th edition, printed version 

(ISBN: 9780134575964)  

 
 
 
If you have any questions about any of this, email me at gheigel@roguecc.edu. 
 
Gary Heigel 
 

 


