
Rogue Community College      Fall 2018 
Syllabus Math 211 – Fundamentals of Elementary Math I  MTWTh 1-2:20pm  

Instructor:  Tracy Redd        Rm   RWC-J1, CH6(Th) 

Email:  tredd@roguecc.edu 

Office:  Wiseman Center (W8)  Office Phone:  541-956-7228 with Voicemail 

Office Hours:  10-11am  MTWR or by appointment 

 
Course Description:  The first of a three-term sequence designed to prepare pre-service elementary and middle 

school teachers for entrance into the Oregon teacher’s certification program. The course will study the topics of 

problem solving, sets, whole number concepts and operations, elementary number theory, integers, and 

elementary logic. Course is graded A through F. 

Prerequisites:  MTH 95 or MTH 96, and RD 30, or designated placement test score as shown on current 

indicator chart. 

Course Outcomes: 

1. Identify and use problem solving steps and problem solving strategies to understand, analyze and solve problems.  

2. Identify and use the attributes of numbers to describe the nature of the whole numbers, integers, & numeration 

systems.  

3. Use definitions and properties to describe the operations of whole numbers and integers.  

4. Justify operational algorithms for whole numbers using properties and theorems.  

5. Calculate whole number and integer results accurately using mental math, paper and pencil, and computational 

technology.  

6. Create spreadsheets for whole number, integer and/or calculation investigations and practice.  

7. Communicate and respond to mathematical conjectures by seeking verification using mathematical definitions, 

properties and theorems. Respond to, including respectfully disagreeing with, the mathematical conjectures of others.  

8. Develop, evaluate, and present elementary mathematical arguments (proofs) using properties and theorems 

developed in this course.  

 

Grading:  This course is graded A-F.  The term grade is based on percentages as outlined below.  Points are 

awarded for homework, labs, projects, classroom experience, tests and a final exam.  Attendance at all class 

meetings is expected.  If you miss a class it is your responsibility to obtain all materials missed. 

Grade Breakdown 

   Homework    25%    90-100%  A 

   Labs/Projects/        80-89%    B 

   Classroom Experience  25%    70-79%    C 

   Tests & Final     50%    60-69%    D 

   Total   100%              Below 60%  F 

 

*** Homework: Due on the dates listed at the beginning of class.  We will score the problems together as a 

class, time permitting.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  There will be 6 individual turn-in 

assignments. You may work/consult with classmates, but the work you turn in must be your own.   

*** Labs/Projects/Classroom Experience:   

 Labs will involve making gradebooks and practice problems in Excel. 

 There will be 2 projects:  creating your own problem solving assignment and creating an Excel 

assignment with graphics, counters, messages, and macros. 

 You will spent approximately an hour per week in an elementary classroom during their math time; 

assisting with the lesson and tutoring students at the teacher’s discretion. 

*** Tests & Final:  There will be 3 tests given during class, tentatively on the dates listed.  There will also be a 

cumulative Final Exam.  Make-up tests will be penalized by 10% automatically.  If you are unable to 

attend on the day of a test for a serious and compelling reason, you must contact me in advance to arrange 

to take a make-up test. 

mailto:tredd@roguecc.edu


Important Dates to Remember: 

Oct 3 Last day to add classes; deadline to drop a class without a grade of “W”  

Nov 12  Holiday – Veterans Day 

Nov 16  Deadline to withdraw, change to audit 

Nov 22,23 Holiday – Thanksgiving 

Dec 7  End of term  

Required Materials: 

 Text:  Mathematics for Elementary Teachers, Musser, Burger & Peterson, 7th ed., Wiley Publishing 

[available as a free loan from our campus library]  

 A scientific calculator is required.  Graph paper and pencil, ruler (inches and centimeters). 

Tentative Class Schedule: 

Week MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

24-27 Sept Intro, Sec 1.1 Sec 1.1 Sec 1.2 Lab 1 

1-4 Oct Sec 1.2 
HW #1 due 

Sec 2.1 
Sec 2.1 Lab 2 

8-11 Oct Sec 2.1 Sec 2.2 Sec 2.2 Lab 3 

15-18 Oct 
Problem Solving 

Presentations 

HW #2 due 

Sec 2.3 
Sec 2.3 Lab 4 

22-25 Oct Sec 2.4 
HW #3 due 

TEST Ch 1&2 
Sec 3.1 Lab 5 

29 Oct – 1 Nov Sec 3.2 Sec 3.3 
HW #4 due 

Sec 4.1 
Lab 6 

5-8 Nov Sec 4.1 Sec 4.2 Sec 4.2/4.3 Lab 6 (workday) 

12-15 Nov Holiday Sec 4.3 
HW #5 due 

TEST Ch 3&4 
Lab 7 

19-22 Nov Number talks Sec 5.1 Sec 5.1 Holiday 

26-29 Nov Sec 5.2 Sec 5.2 
HW #6 due 

TEST Ch 5 
Project workday 

3-6 Dec Presentations Present/Review Review FINAL 

 
Math 211 Homework Assignments with Due Dates 

 

CAUTION    *** all problems are from PROBLEM SET B 8th edition *** 
 

HW #1:   1.1B(pg 18):  7,11,14,17,23;  1.2B(pg 34):  3a-e,6,8,18,20       (DUE Oct 2) 
HW #2:  2.1B(pg 56):  9,15,17,19,25,39;  2.2B(pg 68):  1,7,8,9,10,11,18       (DUE Oct 16) 

HW #3:  2.3B(pg 80):  10,17,20,24;  2.4B(pg 96):  7,10,18,20a,21a,24        (DUE Oct 23) 

HW #4:  3.1B(pg 121):  4,7,8,14,19;  3.2B(pg 137):  1,2a-d,6,8a-b,10,12a-b,25;   
                3.3B(pg 147):  5a-c,7,8a-d,13,14,15      (DUE Oct 31) 

HW #5:  4.1B(pg 169):  1b-c,2a-d,3d,4,6b,9a,14a-b;   
   4.2B(pg 188):  4,7,13a,16a,18a,19a,24,29;  

               4.3B(pg 196):  1,3a,5a,8b,11,12a-b      (DUE Nov 14) 

HW #6:  5.1B(pg 216):  1,2c-d,3d-e,7,8a-b,9b-c,12a-b;   
                5.2B(pg 229):  1a-b,3a-b,4c,6c,e,8b,e,10a          (DUE Nov 28) 
Justify and show the means by which you arrive at your answers using equations, pictures, calculations, 

geometry, algebra steps, and/or technology. You will not receive full credit if your answer is not supported 

by work that is legible and organized. Present your work in a professional, understandable format. 



Welcome to MTH211! 

   

Math 211 is the study of: 

Patterns, relations and functions; 

Mathematical problem solving: both steps and strategies; 

Beginning mathematical logic and reasoning; 

Whole numbers and how to model them; 

Five operations: their properties, applications, models and algorithms; 

and . . . the integers and their models. 

 

This course is about mathematics. The mathematics is presented using methods that are used to teach 

elementary students, but this is NOT an elementary school course.  It is assumed that you know the 

computational procedures involved, so our attention will be focused on the conceptual underpinnings of 

computation. 

 

It is critical for teachers to have: 

 A clear conceptual understanding (the “why”, in addition to the “how”) of elementary mathematics in 

order to answer questions from their own students, 

 An awareness and appreciation of how mathematics is used in more advanced courses (in order to 

prepare students for these courses), and 

 A willingness to delve into problems that are unlike any seen previously and to stick with them, even 

when initial attempts are unsuccessful (modeling this behavior for students). 

 

One of the most important gifts you can give children is to help them become discoverers, inventors, and 

users of mathematics. Since doing mathematics often involves ill-defined situations and complex 

problems, young mathematicians must develop persistence and flexibility, build on one another’s ideas, 

and communicate effectively. In order for you, the teacher, to help children develop these life-long skills, 

you too must be successful, confident problem-solvers with a deep understanding of fundamentals 

mathematics.  You must also be able to work with groups and model a growth mindset toward 

mathematics.  The primary goals of this course are to teach you to think mathematically, solve 

problems, increase your mathematical confidence, and even enjoy this wonderful subject! 
 

Suggestions: 

 Real the chapter before we discuss it in class so you are able to ask good questions and assimilate the 

material more completely. 

 Do your assigned homework the day we cover it, not the night before it is due. 

 Ask questions, be curious and connect what you are learning to life beyond the classroom. 

 Attendance is critical!  Email me if you have to miss, I appreciate being informed.  

 

Getting Help: 

 Please feel free to call me, stop by my office, or email me with any questions. 

 View my website for online versions of the syllabus and other class information at 

http://go.roguecc.edu/user/tredd .   

 The Learning Center in the Wiseman Building has tutors all day long and into the evening. 

 

Expectations: 

 Cell phones and pagers should be on silent, vibrate mode, or turned off while you are in class and if you 

must leave during class please do so quietly. 

 Any student caught or suspected of cheating could face disciplinary action including, but not limited to; 

a failing grade on the assignment/test, a failing grade for the course, or suspension from the class. 

 See next page for additional course and college expectations. 

http://go.roguecc.edu/user/tredd


1. Regular Study Time:  Budget an hour or more each day to “practice” your math skills.  Students are greatly encouraged to form 

study groups and work together to understand, discuss the material, and check the answers and process on homework 

assignments.   

2. The Tutoring Center is available for any math students who seek help.  The math and science tutors are scheduled with variable 

availability from 8:30am to 5:00pm Mon-Thur.  Seek out the tutors who are providing help at the math level you need.  They are 

there to explain problem-solving methods & algebraic principles. The tutors are not expected to do homework for you.   

3. Attendance: Attendance is critical … email me if you have to miss … I like to know.  If you are not able to attend class, it is your 

responsibility to obtain all material missed.  Each student is expected to attend regularly, take notes, ask questions in class, & 

participate in activities. If there are complaints or questions about the rules, expectations, grading, or tests, please talk with me 

outside of class about your concerns.  

 Administrative Drop: students who do not attend at least 50% of the class sessions during the first week of school and who 
do not contact the instructor to indicate a plan to attend will be automatically dropped from the class during the 2nd week 
of the term.  

 Refund policy:  Students dropping a class by 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday of the second week of the term get a full refund.  After 

that there is no refund. 

  Withdrawal from class:  A student may withdraw from a class between the Thursday of Week 2 and the Friday of Week 8 at 

11:59 pm. (Week 5 during summer term).  A grade of W will be assigned.    

4. Classroom Behavior:  Simply put…be nice to me AND each other. All students are expected to follow usual academic behavior 

and participate in an orderly manner.  Please come to class ON TIME, wandering in or out of the classroom is not acceptable 

behavior.  Common courtesy and civility prevail as stated in the RCC Student Code of Conduct in RCC Schedule of Classes. Cell 

phones should be off during class.  Expectations for classroom behavior are outlined in the Student Code of Conduct, available 

in the catalog, schedule, and online. Students may not engage in any activity which the instructor deems disruptive or 

counterproductive to the goals of the class.   Instructors have the right to remove students from class for not following the Code 

of Conduct or other specified classroom rules.  Expectations for behavior in online classes are similar to what is required in the 

classroom. 

5. Plagiarism:  Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty are unacceptable and are subject to disciplinary 

action which may include a zero for the test or homework, a failing grade for the course, or expulsion from RCC, depending on 

the severity of the infraction. 

6. Disability Services:  Any student who feels that he or she may need academic accommodations for a disability, such as vision, 

hearing, orthopedic, learning disabilities, psychological or other medical conditions, should make an appointment with the 

Disability Services Office.  Redwood Campus (Wiseman Tutoring Center):   

Phone: 541-956-7337; Fax: 541-471-3550; Oregon Relay Service: 7-1-1 

Riverside and Table Rock Campuses (main office: Riverside Campus B-9):  

Phone: 541-245-7537; Fax: 541-245-7649; Oregon Relay Service: 7-1-1 

For more information, go to http://www.roguecc.edu/disabilityservices/.   

7. If accident, illness, or other crisis interferes with completing the math course this quarter, it is recommended you drop the class 

by the official withdrawal "W".  Incompletes generally will not be given.  If 75% or more of the course work has been 

successfully completed, incompletes might be given for a special case that is evaluated on an individual basis, but not in lieu of a 

poor grade.     

8. Student Evaluations of this Course:  (What Do You Think) Students will receive an RCC email around the 8th week of each term 

to complete online evaluations on each course they are enrolled in. Full instructions for accessing and completing the 

evaluations will be in the reminder email. These evaluations are anonymous and will not be released to the teachers until after 

the term is over. They provide valuable feedback to faculty about your experiences in and impressions of the course.    

9. Discrimination, Harassment and Sexual Violence Policies: RCC is committed to ensure that its learning and working 

environments are free from all forms of discrimination and harassment, including sexual harassment. Therefore, it is a violation 

of College policy for any employee, student or third-party at RCC to engage in these practices. In addition, RCC has a zero 

tolerance for sexual assault, stalking, intimate partner or domestic violence, dating violence and workplace violence. Anyone 

found participating in any of these activities will be subject to disciplinary action and prosecuted in accordance with RCC policies 

and procedures and Oregon state laws. For more information, go to http://web.roguecc.edu/title-ix-and-sexual-misconduct 

10. Safety: The College assists in keeping the campus safe, but a safe campus can only be achieved through the efforts and 

cooperation of all students, faculty, and staff. For information on safety services, go to https://www.roguecc.edu/safety/ 

11. Smoking restrictions:    Smoking is not permitted on the premises of Rogue Community College except in designated areas. For 

more information go to: http://web.roguecc.edu/board-policies               
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